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WELCOME! 

 

Welcome to Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church, we are glad you are here! 

 

     If you are a visitor, we invite you to introduce yourself to our pastor and feel at home 

among us. In this bulletin, words in bold print are spoken by the assembly, non-bolded 

words are spoken by a leader. Two abbreviations used for hymns and service elements: 

ELW stands for Evangelical Lutheran Worship, which is the red hymnal in the book holder 

attached to the pew in front of you, and ACS is All Creation Sings, which is the blue 

songbook. 

     Following the worship service, please consider joining us for refreshments and 

fellowship in the Parish Hall, downstairs. An usher can direct you to the elevator. 

 

 

COMMEMORATION IN THE WIDER CHURCH 

Wednesday, January 15, 2025 

Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, martyr, died 1968 

An American prophet of justice among races and nations, King was an eloquent preacher, 

a leader of the nonviolent resistance to race-segregated society, and recipient of the Nobel 

Peace Prize in 1964. Born on this date, he was assassinated on April 4, 1968. 

Friday, January 17, 2025, Antony of Egypt, renewer of the church, died around 356 

One of the earliest of the Egyptian desert fathers, Antony gave away his sizeable 

inheritance and became a hermit. Later he became leader of a group of monks who 

devoted themselves to prayer, worship, and labor. 

Friday, January 17, 2025, Pachomius, renewer of the church, died 346 

Born in Egypt, Pachomius became a Christian while a soldier. He became a hermit (a 

solitary monk) and organized others into a religious community. His rule for monasteries 

influenced later ones in both the Eastern and Western churches. 

Saturday, January 18, 2025, Confession of Peter 

Today the church remembers the apostle Peter's great acknowledgement of Jesus as "the 

Christ, the Son of the living God." This festival serves as a fitting beginning to the week 

in which we particularly pray that all Christians might be united in faith and witness. 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

Introduction to the day 

Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as God’s 

children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty God when we 

“pass through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this day the heavens open again for 

this assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine.  
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

OPENING VOLUNTARY  

“How Brightly Shines the Morning Star”   Andreas Armsdorf  

 

At the ringing of a bell, the assembly stands and faces the font.  

 

WELCOME 

 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (ELW p. 97) 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave 

us birth, our light and our salvation. 

Amen. 

 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 

forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and 

by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 

  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your 

promise and servants of all. 

  

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the 

gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your 

forgiveness, grace, and love. 

  

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

The service continues with the Gathering Hymn. As a reminder of the gift of baptism, the 

assembly may be sprinkled with water during the singing. 
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GATHERING HYMN: O Morning Star (ELW 308), verses 1-6 
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GREETING (ELW p. 98) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p.102) 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as 

your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, 

that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The assembly is seated.  
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 

Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. They 

need no longer be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called them by name 

now redeems them from all their enemies. God declares them precious and honored, and 

God loves them. 

 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 

 1 But now thus says the LORD, 

  the one who created you, O Jacob, 

  the one who formed you, O Israel: 

 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

  I have called you by name; you are mine. 

 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you, 

  and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

  and the flame shall not consume you. 

 3 For I am the LORD your God, 

  the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

 I give Egypt as your ransom, 

  Cush and Seba in exchange for you. 

 4 Because you are precious in my sight, 

  and honored and I love you, 

 I give people in return for you, 

  nations in exchange for your life. 

 5 Do not fear, for I am with you; 

  I will bring your offspring from the east, 

  and from the west I will gather you; 

 6 I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 

  and to the south, “Do not withhold; 

 bring my sons from far away 

  and my daughters from the end of the earth— 

 7 everyone who is called by my name, 

  whom I created for my glory, 

  whom I formed and made.” 

 

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 29 

 

 

 

 

1 Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 

  ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 

 2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 

  worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 

 3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 

  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 

 4 The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 

  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. R 

 5 The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 

  the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 

 6 the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 

  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 

 7 The voice | of the LORD 

  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 

 8 The voice of the LORD | shakes the wilderness; 

  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. R 

 9 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 

  And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 

 10 The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 

  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 

 11 O LORD, give strength | to your people; 

  give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace. R  
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SECOND READING:  Acts 8:14-17 

Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was 

recently baptized after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of Philip. 

Here the Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands. 

 

A reading from Acts. 

 
14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, 

they sent Peter and John to them. 15 The two went down and prayed for them that they 

might receive the Holy Spirit 16 (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they 

had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17 Then Peter and John laid their 

hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 102)  

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. All sing the Alleluias, the cantor sings the 

verse, the Alleluias are repeated. 

 

 

A voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, | the Beloved,* with whom I | am well 

pleased.” 

 

 

GOSPEL READING: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist 

insists that he is not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And 

whether the voice of God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus 

is God’s beloved Son. 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by 

saying, “I baptize you with water, but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 

not worthy to untie the strap of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 

fire. 17 With a winnowing fork in hand, he will clear the threshing floor and gather the 

wheat into his granary, burning the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

  21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and 

was praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily 

form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with 

you I am well pleased.” 
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The gospel of the Lord.    

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

YOUTH MESSAGE                   Angie Brooke          

 

 

SERMON            Rev. Harry Therwanger          

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: When Jesus Came to Jordon (ELW 305) 
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM from Small Catechism (ELW p. 1164) 

 

What is baptism? 

Baptism is not simply plain water. Instead, it is water used according to God’s 

command and connected with God’s word. 

 

What then is this word of God? 

Where our Lord Christ says in Matthew 28, “Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.” 

 

What gifts or benefits does baptism grant? 

It brings about forgiveness of sins, redeems from death and the devil, and gives 

eternal salvation to all who believe it, as the words and promise of God declare. 

 

What are these words and promise of God? 

Where our Lord Christ says in Mark 16, “The one who believes and is baptized will 

be saved; but the one who does not believe will be condemned.” 

 

How can water do such great things? 

Clearly the water does not do it, but the word of God, which is with and alongside 

the water, and faith, which trusts this word of God in the water. For without the 

word of God the water is plain water and not a baptism, but with the word of God it 

is a baptism, that is, a grace-filled water of life and a “bath of the new birth in the 

Holy Spirit,” as St. Paul says to Titus in chapter 3, “through the water of rebirth 

and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus 

Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs 

according to the hope of eternal life. The saying is sure.” 

 

What then is the significance of such a baptism with water? 

It signifies that the old person in us with all sins and evil desires is to be drowned 

and die through daily sorrow for sin and through repentance, and on the other hand 

that daily a new person is to come forth and rise up to live before God in 

righteousness and purity forever. 

 

Where is this written? 

St. Paul says in Romans 6, “We were buried with Christ through baptism into 

death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 

Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.” 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (ELW p. 105) 

Assembly, please stand.   

The response for today’s intercessions is "give us the blessings of peace.” 

 

The presiding minister concludes the prayers:  

Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of the Spirit 

and the love of Jesus Christ.    

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE (ELW p. 106) 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 
The assembly may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s Peace by bowing, waving, or offering another 

appropriate gesture and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.  The assembly is seated. 

 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM:  All Who Believe and Are Baptized        J.S. Bach  

 

 

OFFERING AND SETTING THE TABLE 
Members of the assembly may bring their offering forward when ushers invite them. Baskets are available 

to receive your gift at the front of the sanctuary. Communion ministers will sanitize and cleanse their 

hands prior to handling the gifts of bread and wine. 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 107) 

Let us pray. 

 

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, 

and your abundance to the depths of the seas. 

Bless what we offer to your service: 

our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. 

Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, 

now and always. 

Amen. 
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 GREAT THANKSGIVING: (ELW p. 107) 

 

 

The Thanksgiving continues with the Preface for the day; the assembly responds: 

 

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 108)  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 108)  

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 

  

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 

  

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
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 All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (p. 112) 

And now, we pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
     The assembly may be seated. At the direction of ushers, baptized and communing members wishing to 

commune will proceed to the front of the nave, maintaining appropriate physical distance. To receive the 

bread, place your hands palms up. To receive the wine, hold a small cup firmly, the assisting minister will 

pour wine from the common cup. Please do not dip the bread into the wine. Gluten free hosts are also 

available. Return to your seats by the side aisles. You may elect to commune by receiving the bread only 

or you may elect to receive a blessing, simply cross your arms over your chest. 

 

 

COMMUNION 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

“The body of Christ, given for you,” and “the blood of Christ, shed for you.” 

 

Each person may respond,  

Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD (ELW p. 112) 
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HYMN DURING COMMUNION: Baptized and Set Free (ELW 453) 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 114)  

Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink. 

Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news of liberation and 

healing for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we pray, 

Amen. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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BLESSING (ELW p. 114) 

God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light, God, our hope for the 

journey, ☩ bless and keep you now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

SENDING HYMN: Brightest and Best of the Stars (ELW 303) 



 

 

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 115)  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY     “Dix” (As With Gladness)        Wayne L. Wold   

     

 

 

Please join us for refreshments and fellowship in the Parish Hall, downstairs. 

An usher can direct you to the elevator. 
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Readings for January 19 

 

Isaiah 62:1-5 

The people’s return to Judah after the exile was marred by economic and political 

troubles. Nevertheless, the prophet declares, Jerusalem and Judah will be restored. God 

will rejoice over Jerusalem as a bridegroom rejoices over the bride, and the people are 

called to the celebration.  

Psalm 36:5-10 

We feast upon the abundance of your house, O LORD. (Ps. 36:8) 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

The congregation at Corinth experienced division as people were comparing their spiritual 

gifts, thinking some to be superior to others. Paul invites this fractured community to trust 

that God’s Holy Spirit has gifted them all perfectly for their mission together.  

John 2:1-11 

Turning water to wine at the wedding at Cana is described as the first of Jesus’ signs. 

Through many such epiphanies, Jesus reveals that he bears God’s creative power and 

joyful presence into the world. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal:  

#303, Brightest and Best of the Stars, Text: Reginald Heber, alt. Music: MORNING STAR, James P. Harding, 

adapt. Text and Music: Public domain. 

#305, When Jesus Came to Jordan, Text: Fred Pratt Green. Music: King’s Lynn, English folk tune. Text: ©1980 

Hope Publishing Company. Music Public Domain. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 

LICENSE # A-713051. 

#308, O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright, Text: Phiilipp Nicolai; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship. Music: WIE 

SCHÖN LEUCHTET, Philipp Nicolai. Text: ©1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

Music: Public domain. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-713051. 

#453, Baptized and Set Free, Text: Cathy Skogen-Soldner. Music: BAPTIZED AND SET FREE, Cathy Skogen-

Soldner. Text and Music: ©1999 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 

LICENSE # A-713051. 

 

Liturgical elements from Sundays and Seasons.com, ©2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used with 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS006914. 
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Notes on the music for today 

 

Hymn of the Day: "When Jesus Came to Jordan" ELW 305 

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 

Tune: KING’S LYNN, English folk tune 

     The name of the Rev. F. Pratt Green is one of the best-known of the contemporary 

school of hymn writers in the British Isles. His name and writings appear in practically 

every new hymnal and "hymn supplement" wherever English is spoken and sung. And now 

they are appearing in American hymnals, poetry magazines, and anthologies. 

     Mr. Green was ordained in the British Methodist ministry,  and was pastor and district 

superintendent in Brighton and York, and then served in Norwich. There he continued to 

write new hymns "that fill the gap between the hymns of the first part of this century and 

the 'far-out' compositions that have crowded into some churches in the last decade or 

more."   

 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM: “All Who Believe and Are Baptized” J.S. Bach, harm.  (1685-1750)  

     This is a setting of the choral “Es ist das Heil uns kommen her” with a harmonization 

by J. S. Bach. The composer of the tune is unknown.  

     This text by Thomas Kingo (1634-1703) was published in his En Ny Kirke-Psalmebog, 

Vinterparten (Odense, 1689) and , included in the official Danish Salmebog (1699), to be 

used after baptisms. It comes to Evangelical Lutheran Worship from The Lutheran 

Hymnary (1913) and a stream of twentieth-century Lutheran hymnals through Lutheran 

Book of Worship (1978). The translation is by George T. Rygh. With the exception of a 

slight change in The Lutheran Hymnal (1941), it remained untouched until Lutheran Book 

of Worship when it was cast into the third-person plural and modern English. Even then 

modifications were minor.  

 

All who believe and are baptized shall see the Lord's salvation; 

baptized into the death of Christ, they are a new creation; 

through Christ's redemption they will stand among the glorious heavenly band of 

every tribe and nation. 

With one accord, O God, we pray, grant us your Holy Spirit; 

help us in our infirmity through Jesus' blood and merit; 

grant us to grow in grace each day that as is promised here we may eternal life 

inherit. 
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OPENING VOLUNTARY “How Brightly Shines the Morning Star,” Andreas Armsdorf 

(1670-1699) 

     "Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern” (How lovely shines the morning star) is a 

Lutheran hymn by Philipp Nicolai written in 1597 and first published in1599. It continues 

to inspire musical settings to this day.  

     Andreas Armsdorff was a German composer and organist. He was born in Mühlberg, 

near Gotha, and studied music and law. At some point in his early life he moved to nearby 

Erfurt where he may have studied with Johann Pachelbel. A comparison of today’s 

Voluntary with Pachelbel’s organ composition of the same name, displays its many 

similarities. 

     Armsdorff's early death was not an obstacle to the posthumous popularity of his music. 

His organ chorale preludes survive in numerous manuscript copies that circulated in 

Germany for decades after Armsdorff's death. Today, some 30 chorale preludes for organ 

are the only surviving pieces by Armsdorff, although there is evidence of lost vocal works, 

as well as numerous keyboard pieces 

 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY “Dix” (As With Gladness) Wayne L. Wold (1954) 

     William Chatterton Dix, the son of poet John Ross Dix and named after Thomas 

Chatterton, would regularly write Christian poetry in his spare time. Dix wrote the text, 

"As with Gladness Men of Old", on 6 January 1859 during a months-long recovery from 

an extended illness, unable to attend that morning's Epiphany service at  church. As he read 

the Gospel of Matthew's account of Epiphany in The Bible, he was inspired and started to 

reflect on the text. He then started to write about his thoughts and did so for the whole day 

with the eventual result being "As with Gladness Men of Old”. Dix kept the text private 

until a year later when it was published in Hymns for Public Worship and Private Devotion, 

which was written for St Raphael's Church in Dix's hometown of Bristol. It was also added 

to the trial version of Hymns Ancient and Modern before being included in the original 

publication of that hymnal in 1861. Most hymn writers in the Church of England at the 

time were clergymen, so Dix, a layman and marine insurance agent living in Glasgow, 

Scotland, was delighted that his carol was included. It was also self-published by Dix in 

his own Hymns of Joy and Love hymnal. 

     The editor of Hymns Ancient and Modern, William Henry Monk, adapted a tune by 

Stuttgart organist Conrad Kocher as the music for "As with Gladness Men of Old". Dix 

personally did not like the tune, which was ironic as it was later titled "Dix" as a tribute to 

him. Despite Dix's opinion of it, the tune became popular and is used for the majority of 

performances of the hymn. The same melody is also used in the hymn "For the Beauty of 

the Earth", an example of what is often considered to be a seasonal hymn melody given to 

a more general hymn text for use in Ordinary Time.  

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Layman
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10:00 a.m. 

Rev. Harry Therwanger                        Presiding Minister 

Vicar Jessica Zurcher                         Assisting Minister 

Glen Mason                  Assisting Minister 

Mark Linton                  Reader 

Helen Chaale and Mark Linton       Communion Assistants  

Darwyn Banks                  Cantor 

Dave Oaks        Lock-Up, starting January 12 

 

 

 

The flowers in the chancel are given in memory of our good friend Mark Bassett  

by Effie Stallsmith and Franz Gimmler. 

 

 

 

Attendance January 5, 10:00 a.m., 82 

Live Stream Views, 12 | Views after Streaming, 19 

Our worship service is regularly video recorded and posted online.   

Printed scripture readings and weekly announcements are available from the ushers. 
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