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WELCOME! 

 

Welcome to Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church, we are glad you are here! 

 

     If you are a visitor, we invite you to introduce yourself to our pastor and feel at home 

among us. In this bulletin, words in bold print are spoken by the assembly, non-bolded 

words are spoken by a leader. Two abbreviations used for hymns and service elements: 

ELW stands for Evangelical Lutheran Worship, which is the red hymnal in the book holder 

attached to the pew in front of you, and ACS is All Creation Sings, which is the blue 

songbook. 

     Following the worship service, please consider joining us for refreshments and 

fellowship in the Parish Hall, downstairs. An usher can direct you to the elevator. 

 

 

 

COMMEMORATION IN THE WIDER CHURCH 

Thursday, January 9, 2025, Adrian of Canterbury, teacher, died around 710 (TFF) 

African by birth, Adrian (or Hadrian) worked with Theodore, archbishop of Canterbury, 

in developing the church in England. He was director of a school at which church leaders 

were trained. 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

Introduction to the day 

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed 

in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God from 

the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to 

dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters 

of new birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the 

fullness of God’s grace and truth.  
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

OPENING VOLUNTARY   

 

At the ringing of a bell, the assembly stands and faces the font.  

 

 

WELCOME 

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God-with-us, 

we confess that we have turned away those seeking shelter, 

claiming there is no room when we have plenty. 

We have made power and wealth our idols, 

while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger. 

We have overlooked the shepherds, 

expecting good news in prettier packaging. 

Too often, we have valued violence instead of your peace. 

Turn us from our ways to your ways. 

Grant us the grace to begin again. 

Free us from all that keeps us bound, and forgive our sin, 

through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us. 

Amen. 

 

Hear the good news and rejoice! 

You are God’s chosen ones, 

holy and beloved, 

☩ forgiven in Christ, 

and freed to respond in joy. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: Once in Royal David’s City (ELW 269) 

Verse 1: Soloist 

Verse 2: Choir 

Verses 3 & 4: All 

 

 

GREETING (ELW p. 156) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE: Angels We Have Heard on High (ELW 289) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p.102) 

Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your 

grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

The assembly is seated.  

 

READING: Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19 

 

A reading from Genesis. 

 
8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening 

breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among 

the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, ‘Where are 

you?’ 10 He said, ‘I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 

naked; and I hid myself.’ 11 He said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten 

from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?’ 12 The man said, ‘The woman whom 

you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.’ 13 Then the LORD God 

said to the woman, ‘What is this that you have done?’ The woman said, ‘The serpent tricked 

me, and I ate.’ 14 The LORD God said to the serpent, 

‘Because you have done this, 

    cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; 

upon your belly you shall go, 

    and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

    and between your offspring and hers; 

he will strike your head, 

    and you will strike his heel.’ 
17 And to the man[a] he said, 

‘Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, 

    and have eaten of the tree about which I commanded you, 

    “You shall not eat of it”, 

cursed is the ground because of you; 

    in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 

    and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread 

until you return to the ground, 

    for out of it you were taken; 

you are dust, and to dust you shall return.’ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%203%3A8-15%2C%2017-19&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-73a
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CHORAL ANTHEM:            “Adam Lay Ybounden”         Robert Powell  

 

 

READING: Genesis 22:15-18 

 

A reading from Genesis. 

 
15 The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16 and said, ‘By 

myself I have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not withheld 

your son, your only son, 17 I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as 

numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring 

shall possess the gate of their enemies, 18 and by your offspring shall all the nations of the 

earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.’ 

  

 

READING: Isaiah 9:2-7  

 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 
2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

    on them light has shined. 
3 You have multiplied the nation, 

    you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 

    as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4 For the yoke of their burden, 

    and the bar across their shoulders, 

    the rod of their oppressor, 

    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

    and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6 For a child has been born for us, 

    a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

    and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 His authority shall grow continually, 

    and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

    He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness 

    from this time onwards and for evermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
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CAROL: O Little Town of Bethlehem (ELW 279) 
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READING: Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9 

 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 

11 A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 

    and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

    the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

    the spirit of counsel and might, 

    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

    or decide by what his ears hear; 
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

    and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 

6 The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

    the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

    and a little child shall lead them. 
7 The cow and the bear shall graze, 

    their young shall lie down together; 

    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
9 They will not hurt or destroy 

    on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

    as the waters cover the sea. 

  

 

CHORAL ANTHEM:       A Spotless Rose         Graeme Morton   
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CAROL:  Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming (ELW 272) 
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READING:  Luke 1:26-35, 38 

 

A reading from Luke. 

 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 

The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favored one! The 

Lord is with you.’[a] 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort 

of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 

found favour with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 

you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, 

and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over 

the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ 34 Mary said to the 

angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’[b] 35 The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit 

will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 

child to be born[c] will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201%3A26-35%2C%2038%20&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-24914a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201%3A26-35%2C%2038%20&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-24920b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201%3A26-35%2C%2038%20&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-24921c
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CAROL: Of the Father’s Love Begotten (ELW 295) 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 102)  

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. All sing the Alleluias, the cantor sings the 

verse, the Alleluias are repeated. 

All the ends | of the earth have seen the victory | of our God.  

 

 

GOSPEL READING: Luke 2:1-14 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

2 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 

in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for 

see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: 

you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 13 And suddenly 

there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’  
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GOSPEL READING: John 1:1-14  

 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 

was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him 

not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was 

the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 

it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify 

to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he 

came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 

world.  
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 

know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But 

to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 

God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 

God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 

as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

   

The gospel of the Lord.    

Praise to you, O Christ. 

       

 

SERMON            Rev. Harry Therwanger          

 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM:        Go Tell It on the Mountain        John Abdenour 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (ELW p. 105) 

Assembly, please stand.   

The response for today’s intercessions is "save your people, O God." 

 

The presiding minister concludes the prayers:  

Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of the Spirit 

and the love of Jesus Christ.   

Amen. 
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PEACE (ELW p. 106) 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 
The assembly may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s Peace by bowing, waving, or offering another 

appropriate gesture and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.  The assembly is seated. 

 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM:       In the Bleak Midwinter           Harold Darke 

 

 

OFFERING AND SETTING THE TABLE 
Members of the assembly may bring their offering forward when ushers invite them. Baskets are available 

to receive your gift at the front of the sanctuary. Communion ministers will sanitize and cleanse their 

hands prior to handling the gifts of bread and wine. 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 107) 

Let us pray. 

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring 

the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for 

others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming 

of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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 GREAT THANKSGIVING: (ELW p. 107) 
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The Thanksgiving continues with the Preface for the day; the assembly responds: 

 

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 108)  

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 108)  
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (p. 112) 

And now, we pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
     The assembly may be seated. At the direction of ushers, baptized and communing members wishing to 

commune will proceed to the front of the nave, maintaining appropriate physical distance. To receive the 

bread, place your hands palms up. To receive the wine, hold a small cup firmly, the assisting minister will 

pour wine from the common cup. Please do not dip the bread into the wine. Gluten free hosts are also 

available. Return to your seats by the side aisles. You may elect to commune by receiving the bread only 

or you may elect to receive a blessing, simply cross your arms over your chest. 

 

 

COMMUNION 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

“The body of Christ, given for you,” and “the blood of Christ, shed for you.” 

 

Each person may respond,  

Amen. 

 
 

LAMB OF GOD (ELW p. 112) 
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CHOIR ANTHEM:       Away in a Manger       Reginald Jacques, arr. 
 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 114)  

Let us pray. 

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have feasted 

on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing 

your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

BLESSING (ELW p. 114) 

God of endings and beginnings,  

God in the darkness and the light,  

God, our hope for the journey,  

☩ bless and keep you now and forever.  

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN: The First Noel (ELW 300) 



 

 

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 115)  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY           

 

 

Please join us for refreshments and fellowship in the Parish Hall, downstairs. 

An usher can direct you to the elevator. 
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Readings for January 12 

 

Isaiah 43:1-7 

Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. They 

need no longer be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called them by name 

now redeems them from all their enemies. God declares them precious and honored, and 

God loves them. 

Psalm 29 

The voice of the LORD is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3) 

Acts 8:14-17 

Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was 

recently baptized after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of Philip. 

Here the Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands. 

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist insists 

that he is not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And whether the 

voice of God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus is God’s 

beloved Son. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal:  

#269: Once in Royal David’s City, Text: Cecil Frances Alexander. Music: IRBY, Henry J. Gauntlett. 

Text and music: Public domain. 

#272: Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming: Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, sts. 1-2; 

Harriet R. Krauth, st. 3; John C. Mattes, st. 4. Music: ES IST EIN ROS, Alte catholische geitliche 

Kirchengesänge, Köln, 1599; arr. Michael Praetorius. Text and music: Public domain. 

#279: O Little Town of Bethlehem, Text: Phillips Brooks. Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner. Text 

and music: Public domain. 

# 289: Angels We Have Heard on High, Text: French carol; tr. H.F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 

1864. Music: GLORIA, French carol; arr. Edward S. Barnes. Text and music: Public domain. 

#295: Of the Father’s Love Begotten, Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius; tr. composite. Music: 

DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, plainsong mode I, 13th cent., Text and Music: Public Domain. 

#300: The First Noel, Text: English traditional. Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, English traditional; arr. 

John Stainer. Text and music: Public domain. 
Liturgical elements from Sundays and Seasons.com, ©2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used with 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS006914. 
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Attendance December 29, 10:00 a.m., 53 

Live Stream Views, 14| Views after Streaming, 19 

Our worship service is regularly video recorded and posted online.   

Printed scripture readings and weekly announcements are available from the ushers. 
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