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WELCOME! 

 

Welcome to Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church, we are glad you are here! 

     If you are a visitor, we invite you to introduce yourself to our pastor and feel at home 

among us. In this bulletin, words in bold print are spoken by the assembly, non-bolded 

words are spoken by a leader. Two abbreviations used for hymns and service elements: 

ELW stands for Evangelical Lutheran Worship, which is the red hymnal in the book holder 

attached to the pew in front of you, and ACS is All Creation Sings, which is the blue 

songbook. 

     Following the worship service, please consider joining us for refreshments and 

fellowship in the Parish Hall, downstairs. An usher can direct you to the elevator. 

 

COMMEMORATION IN THE WIDER CHURCH 

Tuesday, December 3, 2024, Francis Xavier, missionary to Asia, died 1552 

A native of the Basque region of Spain, Xavier became a missionary to India, Southeast 

Asia, Japan, and the Philippines. He also helped to found the Society of Jesus (Jesuits). 

Wednesday, December 4, 2024, John of Damascus, theologian and hymnwriter, died 

around 749 

A monk in an abbey near Jerusalem, John wrote many hymns as well as theological works. 

One of his works, The Fount of Wisdom, remained influential for centuries. 

Friday, December 6, 2024, Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, died around 342 

Little is known about Nicholas, except that he was a bishop in present-day Turkey. 

According to legend, he was famous for his giving to the poor, and so has become a symbol 

of anonymous gift-giving. 

Saturday, December 7, 2024, Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, died 397 

While a governor of northern Italy, Ambrose was elected bishop of Milan on the same day 

he was baptized. He was a famous preacher, a writer of hymns we still sing today, and 

helped lead St. Augustine to faith. 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

Introduction to the day 

Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great expectation, 

but that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these 

four weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The 

Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Jesus’ 

contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of Man.” With them we eagerly 

await the coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the advent of 

Christ in word and supper. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

OPENING VOLUNTARY  “Comfort, comfort Now My People”          Egil Hovland  

At the ringing of a bell, please REMAIN SEATED and direct your attention to the Advent 

Wreath in front of the pulpit.  

 

WELCOME 

 

CANDLE LIGHTING LITURGY / HOPE 

God says,      

“Do not be afraid.” 

God says,     

“I have called you by name.” 

God says,     

“I will be with you.” 

God says, 

“You are precious and honored in my sight.” 

At the beginning of this season, 

at the start of this week, 

at the top of this hour, 

may we wrap ourselves in these words. 

May we begin again. 

Let us worship our Holy God! 

 

The candle is introduced, then we continue. . .  

 

In a weary and worn world, 

how do we begin again? 

Where do we start? 

Let us begin with the good news! 

Let us begin by trusting that we are a blessing, loved by a gracious God. 

Let us begin with music and singing! 

Let us begin with warmth and welcome. 

Let us begin with hope. 

Yes, let us begin with hope. 

Today we light the candle of hope to 

shine a light in a worn and weary world. 

May this be our foundation. 

May this be our fresh start. 

May this be our new beginning. 

May hope flow forth from here. 

Amen! 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 156) 

The assembly is invited to kneel or remain seated. All may make the sign of the cross, the 

sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

alive in the world, 

reviving creation, 

arriving soon. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 

and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God of mercy, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We trust earthly powers and human authority alone. 

We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 

 

God of might, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We have turned away from our neighbors. 

We have trusted false promises. 

 

God in our midst, 

we confess that we have sinned. 

We plead: come to us. 

Bring your mercy to birth in us. 

 

A righteous branch springs forth: 

it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, 

in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy. 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, 

receive the grace and forgiveness of God 

through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

whose day draws near. 

 

Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: O Lord, How Shall I Meet You (ELW 241) 
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GREETING (ELW p. 156) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

ADVENT HYMN OF EXPECTATION:  

O Come, O Come Emmanuel (ELW 257, verses 1 & 2) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p.159) 

Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the 

threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The assembly is seated.  
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FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16 
In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in relationship. God acts 

righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future 

name—“The Lord is our righteousness”—proclaims that God is even now working salvation for Israel. 

 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
14 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a 

righteous Branch to spring up for David, who shall execute justice and righteousness in the 

land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the 

name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10 The psalm is sung responsively by the whole verse. 

 

  1 To | you, O LORD, 

  I lift | up my soul. 

 2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 

  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 

 3 Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 

  rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 

 4 Show me your | ways, O LORD, 

  and teach | me your paths. R 

 5 Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 

  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long. 

 6 Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love, 

  for they are from | everlasting. R 

 7 Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness, O LORD. 
 8 You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD; 

  therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 

 9 You lead the low- | ly in justice 

  and teach the low- | ly your way. 

 10 All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast | love and faithfulness 

  to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies. R 
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SECOND READING:  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with 

gratitude for them. In this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and 

blessings for the people of this growing church. 

 

A reading from First Thessalonians. 

 

     9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our 

God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to 

face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 

  11 Now may that very God, our Father, and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12 And 

may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we 

abound in love for you. 13 And may the Lord so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you 

may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his 

saints. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 160)  

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. All sing the Alleluias, the cantor sings the 

verse, the Alleluias are repeated. 

 

 
Stand up and | raise your heads—* your redemption is | drawing near. 
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GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36 

God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On 

that great day there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people 

shall be given strength to stand boldly and receive God’s promised redemption. 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said:] 25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars and on the earth 

distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will 

faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the 

heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they will see ‘the Son-of-Man coming in a cloud’ with 

power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise 

your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 

  29 Then Jesus told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as soon as 

they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31 So 

also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the dominion of God is 

near. 32 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken 

place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

  34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 

drunkenness and the worries of this life and that day does not catch you 

unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole 

earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these 

things that will take place and to stand before the Son-of-Man.”  
 

The gospel of the Lord.    

Praise to you, O Christ. 

          

 

SERMON            Rev. Harry Therwanger          
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Wake, Awake, for Night us Flying (ELW 436) 
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NICENE CREED (ELW p. 104) 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (ELW p. 161) 

Assembly, please stand.   

The response for today’s intercessions is "We put our trust in you." 

The presiding minister concludes the prayers:  

Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of the Spirit 

and the love of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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PEACE (ELW p. 161) 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 
The assembly may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s Peace by bowing, waving, or offering another 

appropriate gesture and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.  The assembly is seated. 

 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM    “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”   Marty Wheeler Burnett 

 

 

OFFERING AND SETTING THE TABLE 
Members of the assembly may bring their offering forward when ushers invite them. Baskets are available 

to receive your gift at the front of the sanctuary. Communion ministers will sanitize and cleanse their 

hands prior to handling the gifts of bread and wine. 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 161) 

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. 

Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through 

Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 GREAT THANKSGIVING: (ELW p. 161) 

 

The Thanksgiving continues with the Preface for the day; the assembly responds: 

 



 

 14 

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 162)  

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 1162)  
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

  

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 
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LORD’S PRAYER (p. 163) 

And now, we pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
     The assembly may be seated. At the direction of ushers, baptized and communing members wishing to 

commune will proceed to the front of the nave, maintaining appropriate physical distance. To receive the 

bread, place your hands palms up. To receive the wine, hold a small cup firmly, the assisting minister will 

pour wine from the common cup. Please do not dip the bread into the wine. Gluten free hosts are also 

available. Return to your seats by the side aisles. You may elect to commune by receiving the bread only 

or you may elect to receive a blessing, simply cross your arms over your chest. 

 

COMMUNION 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

“The body of Christ, given for you,” and “the blood of Christ, shed for you.” 

Each person may respond, Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD (ELW p. 164) 
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HYMN DURING COMMUNION: Come Now, O Prince of Peace (ELW 247) 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 164)  
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be 

fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of 

your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

BLESSING (ELW p. 164) 

God of endings and beginnings, 

God in the darkness and the light, 

God, our hope for the journey, 

☩ bless and keep you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN: People Look East (ELW 248)



 

 

 

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 164)  

Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY          Wachet Auf    Paul Manz 

  

 

Please join us for refreshments and fellowship in the Parish Hall, downstairs. 

An usher can direct you to the elevator. 
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Readings for December 8 

 

Malachi 3:1-4 

God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means “my 

messenger”) will prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining 

God’s people, as silver and gold are refined. 

Luke 1:68-79 

In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon us. (Luke 1:78) 

Philippians 1:3-11 

The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his 

joy to be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted 

Paul, sometimes a stern preacher, is with his friends as he encourages them to grow in 

love and knowledge. 

Luke 3:1-6 

John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins.” As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the 

spectrum of political and religious authority that will be challenged by this coming Lord. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal:  

#241:  O Lord, How Shall I Meet You, Text: Paul Gerhardt; tr. composite. Music: WIE SOLL ICH DICH 

EMPFANGEN, Johann Crüger.  Text and music: Public domain. #247: Come Now, O Prince of Peace, Text: 

Geonyoung Lee; tr. Marion Pop. Music: OSOSǑ, Geonyoung Lee.  Text and music: © Geonyoung Lee. All rights 

reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-713051. All rights reserved. #248: People, Look East, Text: 

Eleanor Farjeon. Music: BESANÇON, French carol; arr. Barry Rose. Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by 

permission of David Higham Associates. Music: Public domain; arr. ©1999 Novello & Co. Ltd., London. All rights 

reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-713051. All rights reserved. #257: O Come, O Come, 

Emmanuel, Text: Pasletriolum Cantinonum Catholicarum, Köln, tr. composite. Music: VENI EMMANUEL, French 

processional. Text and music: sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-

713051. All rights reserved.  #436:  Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying, Text: Philipp Nicolai; tr. Composite. Music: 

WACHET AUF, Philipp Nicolai. Text: ©1999 Augsburg Fortress. Music: Public domain. All rights reserved. Used 

with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-713051. All rights reserved. 

 

Liturgical elements from Sundays and Seasons.com, ©2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used with permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006914. 
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Notes on the music for today 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

“Wake, Awake, For Night is Flying”  ELW #436 

TEXT: Phillip Nicolai (1556-1608) 

TUNE: WACHET AUF, Phillip Nicolai 

     This hymn text was based on the Parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins in Matthew 25:1-

13. The opening stanza calls the followers of Christ to be roused and alert for His Second 
Coming. Stanza 2 describes the joyous scene when the Bridegroom returns and takes His bride, 

the church, in to the wedding feast. Finally, the third stanza adores the Lamb of God and 

describes the glorious scene in heaven, as given in Revelation 19 and 21, where the saints will 

worship in song forever. The text contains a reverse acrostic to Nicolai’s deceased student and 

friend, William Ernst, with the letters beginning each of its three stanzas: WGZ, Graf zu Waldek 
(Count of Waldeck).  

     The WACHET AUF tune is usually regarded as composed by Philipp Nicolai, but he may 

have borrowed parts of the tune from other sources such as the melody “Silberweise” by Hans 

Sachs (1494-1576) or the fifth Gregorian psalm tone. It was published with this text, for which it 

is named, in Nicolai's Freuden-Spiegel in 1599. Like many German chorale tunes, WACHET 
AUF has two versions for the rhythm. The original version is called the rhythmic version, 

because it retains the variety of note values as the composer wrote them, while in the 

isorhythmic version, the notes are adjusted to a more regular rhythm, often by making all notes 

of equal value. 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” Marty Wheeler Burnet  

     For countless Christians around the world, “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” signals the 

beginning of Advent. It was first published in 1744 in Charles Wesley’s Hymns for the Nativity 

of Our Lord, a little collection so popular that it was reprinted 20 times during Wesley’s 

lifetime. Published in two eight-line stanzas, this hymn is now generally sung in the Advent 

season rather than during the nativity of Christ as the title of the collection indicates. The 

Wesleys published several small collections of hymn texts that were affordable for a wider 

number of people. They were usually on themes associated with a particular season of the 

Christian year or the sacraments. These volumes offered a way to disseminate Methodist 

theology and enhance the personal devotional life of those in the Society. The collections also 

provided a corpus of songs to sing together when the Society gathered. 

Interestingly enough, “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” appeared in an American Methodist 

hymnal in 1847, nearly 30 years before it was included in a British Methodist hymnal. Only the 

rare North American hymnal omits this hymn now. It is part of the fabric of our preparations for 

the Incarnation. Burnett led and coordinated the music ministry at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in 

Omaha, Nebraska. As Canon Precentor, she conducted the Cathedral Choir, Schola Cantorum, 

Requiem Choir, and Summer Choir, and served as director of the children’s and youth choir 

program, Cantate Choral Academy. In addition, she oversaw the Handbell Ensemble and 

coordinated concerts and special music events. An award-winning educator, Burnett previously 

served as Director of Fine Arts and Associate Professor of Music at College of Saint Mary in 
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Omaha. She currently serves as president of the Association of Anglican Musicians, an 

organization of musicians and clergy serving the Episcopal Church. 

 

Come, thou long expected Jesus, 
Born to set thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us, 

Let us find our rest in thee. 

 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth thou art; 

Dear desire of every nation, 

Joy of every longing heart. 

 

Born thy people to deliver, 
Born a child and yet a king, 

Born to reign in us forever, 

Now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

 

By thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By thine all sufficient merit, 

Raise us, raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 
Opening Voluntary: “Comfort, comfort Now My People” Egil Hovland (1924-2013)  

     Egil Hovland was a Norwegian composer who wrote in diverse styles, including Norwegian-

Romantic, Gregorian, neo-classical, twelve-tone, aleatoric, and serial. He was one of the most 

noted church composers of Norway and certainly a most productive contemporary Norwegian 

composer.  

The hymn tune associated with this voluntary has two names: GENEVAN 42 and FREU DICH 

SEHR. Which title is used depends on the church tradition through which a particular hymnal 

acquired the tune. Those from a Reformed background call it GENEVAN 42, because it was 

used for Psalm 42 in the French Genevan Psalter. It is likely that Louis Bourgeois either 

composed or adapted this tune for the Genevan Psalter. It first appeared here in 1551. Lutherans 

call the tune FREU DICH SEHR because those are the opening words of a funeral hymn that 

this tune was paired with in Rhamba's Harmoniae sacrae (1613). J. S. Bach also used this tune 

in seven of his cantatas. 

 

Closing Voluntary: Chorale Improvisation, Set 10 “Wachet auf” Paul Manz (1919-2009) 

     Paul Otto Manz was an American choir and organ composer. Also a performer, Manz was 
most famous for his celebrated hymn festivals. Instead of playing traditional organ recitals, 

Manz would generally lead a "festival" of hymns from the organ, in which he introduced each 

hymn with one of his famously creative organ improvisations based on the hymn tune in 

question. The congregation would then sing the hymn with his accompaniment. Many volumes 
of these neo-Baroque chorale prelude improvisations have been written out and published and 

are among his most famous organ works, played by church organists throughout the world. 

Today’s Voluntary is one of those improvisations. 
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