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Welcome to Resurrection Lutheran Church! We are glad you are here. If you are a 
visitor, we invite you to introduce yourself to our pastor and feel at home among 
us. ELW stands for Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the red hymnal in our pews, 
and ACS is All Creation Sings, the blue songbook.  
 
The assembly gathers in seating in the nave, maintaining appropriate physical 
distance; wearing face masks is optional. 
 
As we gather 
 
Notes on our worship today:  
 

The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is 
the promise God makes to Moses: those who look on the bronze serpent will live. 
In today’s gospel Jesus says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so 
that those who look to him in faith will live. When we receive the sign of the cross 
in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can look to in faith for healing, for 
restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying. 
 

 
Opening Voluntary: “Stockton,” Noel Rawsthorne 
 

 
At ringing of a bell, the assembly stands and faces the font. All may make the sign 
of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
 
Gathering Hymn: “Give to Our God Immortal Praise!” (ELW 848) 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
The congregation may kneel. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who writes the law on our hearts, 
who draws all people together through Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin  
in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Holy God, 
we confess that we are caught in snares of sin 
and cannot break free. 
We hoard resources while our neighbors 
are hungry and cold. 
We speak in ways that silence others. 
We are silent when we should speak up. 
We keep score in our hearts. 
We let hurts grow into hatred. 
For all these things and for sins only you know, 
forgive us, Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Here is a flood of grace: 
Out of love for the whole world, 
God draws near to us, 
breaks every snare of sin, 
washes away our wrongs, 
and restores the promise of life through ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Stand 

 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
Kyrie: (ELW p.156) 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray.  
 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen 
world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that 
all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading: Numbers 21:4-9 
Though God provides food and water for the Israelites in the wilderness, they whine and 
grumble. They forget about the salvation they experienced in the exodus. God punishes them for 
their sin, but when they repent God also provides a means of healing: a bronze serpent lifted up 
on a pole. 
 

A reading from Numbers. 

 
 

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 107:1-3, 17-22 
 

Sung Responsively by whole verse. 
 
Refrain 

 
Tone 

 
 

 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good, 
  for God’s mercy en- | dures forever. 
 2Let the redeemed of the | LORD proclaim 
  that God redeemed them from the hand | of the foe, 
 3gathering them in | from the lands; 
  from the east and from the west, from the north and | from the south. 
 17Some were fools and took re- | bellious paths; 
  through their sins they | were afflicted. 
 18They loathed all man- | ner of food 
  and drew near | to death’s door. 
 19Then in their trouble they cried | to the LORD 
  and you delivered them from | their distress. R 
 20You sent forth your | word and healed them 
  and rescued them | from the grave. 
 21Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your | steadfast love 
  and your wonderful works | for all people. 
 22Let them offer sacrifices | of thanksgiving 
  and tell of your deeds with | shouts of joy. R 
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Second Reading: Ephesians 2:1-10 
 

While we were dead in our sinfulness, God acted to make us alive as a gift of grace 
in Christ Jesus. We are saved not by what we do but by grace through faith. Thus 
our good works are really a reflection of God’s grace at work in our lives. 
 
A reading from Ephesians. 
 

 
 

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 
 

 
 

 
 
God so loved the world that he gave his | only Son,* so that everyone who believes 
in him should not perish, but have e- | ternal life. 
 
 

Holy Gospel: John 3:14-21 
 

To explain the salvation of God to the religious leader, Nicodemus, Jesus refers to 
the scripture passage quoted in today’s first reading. Just as those who looked 
upon the bronze serpent were healed, so people will be saved when they behold 
Christ lifted up on the cross. 
 

The holy gospel according to John.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Youth Message 
 
 
Sermon 
 
 
Hymn of the Day: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” (ELW 803) 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

For the intercessions this Sunday, please turn to the ELW #238 and join in praying 
the assembly parts of the Great Litany, written in 1529 by Martin Luther. 
 
The congregation may kneel. 
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Stand 

 
Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

The assembly greets each other with Christ’s Peace by bowing to each other, 
waving, or offering another appropriate gesture. For continued safety, please 
refrain from handshakes and hugs.  
 
 
Offertory: “The Serpent" Thomas Pavlechko  
 
 
Offering and Setting the Table  
 

While the table is set for Holy Communion, members of the assembly may prepare 
to bring their offering forward when ushers invite them to come to the chancel 
where baskets are available to receive your gift. Communion ministers will sanitize 
and cleanse their hands prior to handling the gifts of bread and wine. 
 
 
Offering Prayer 
 

Jesus, you are the bread of life 
and the host of this meal. 
Bless these gifts that we have gathered 
that all people may know your goodness. 
Feed us not only with this holy food 
but with hunger for justice and peace. 
We pray this in your name.  
Amen. 
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Dialogue and Preface 

 
 
 
Preface (ELW p. 161) 
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Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW 190) 
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Thanksgiving at Table (ELW p. 111) 
 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
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Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
Breaking of Bread and Invitation to Communion 
 

Bread for the journey. 
A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 
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At the direction of ushers, baptized and communing particpants in the assembly 
wishing to commune will proceed to the front of the nave in a continuous line, 
maintaining appropriate physical distance. Others may also come forward for a 
blessing. To receive the bread, place your hands palms up and level so that the 
presiding minister is able to drop the bread onto your uplifted hands without 
touching you. Using a receptacle, such as a small juice glass which you have 
brought from home, hold it firmly so that the assisting minister is able to pour wine 
from the common cup into your individual glass. For health safety reasons, you 
may not dip the bread into the wine in the chalice. You may also elect to commune 
by receiving the bread only. If you are wearing a mask, you may of course remove 
it to commune. Gluten free hosts are available to those who need that option. Once 
you have received the bread and wine, return to your places by the side aisles, 
while maintaining appropriate physical distance from your neighbors.  
 
O Lamb of God: (ACS 960)  
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Hymn during Communion: “Just As I Am, without One Plea” (ELW 592) 
 

 

 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 

Generous God, 
at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. 
As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, 
now make us one loaf to feed the world; 
in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. 
Amen. 
 
Announcements 
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Blessing 
 

Beloved,  
we are God’s own people, 
holy, washed, renewed. 
 

God bless you and keep you, 
shower you with mercy,  
fill you with courage,  
and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
 

Sending Hymn: "Lift High the Cross" (ELW 660) 
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Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Share your bread.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Closing Voluntary: “Crucifer” Ronald Arnatt  
 
 

Notes on the Music for Today 
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Readings for the Coming Week: 
 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 
A new covenant written on the heart 
Psalm 51:1-12 
Create in me a clean heart, O God. (Ps. 51:10) 
Psalm 119:9-16 (alternate) 
I treasure your promise in my heart. (Ps. 119:11) 
Hebrews 5:5-10 
Through suffering Christ becomes the source of salvation 
John 12:20-33 
The grain of wheat dying in the earth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship:   
#848: Text and music: Public Domain.   
#803: Text and music: Public Domain.  
#238: Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin., Augsburg Fortress.  Music: © 1978, 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  
#190: Text: Public Domain.  Music adapt. © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 
www.giamusic.com.  All rights reserved.  Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-713051.  
#592: Text and music: Public Domain.  
#660: Text and music: © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.  All rights reserved.  Used with permission 
under ONE LICENSE #A-713051. 
 
All Creation Sings: 
#960: Text and music © 2020 Augsburg Fortress Publishers.  All rights reserved.  Used with permission under ONE LICENSE 
#A-713051 
 
Liturgical elements from SundaysandSeasons.com.   © 2015 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Used with permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006914. 
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March 10, 2024 
10:00AM 

Harry Therwanger        Presiding Minister 

Melody Zeigler        Assisting Minister  

Ron Bergman          Reader 

Casey Halloran          Cantor 

Ron Bergman and Glen Mason      Communion Assistants 

Kyle Gilster            Lock-Up, starting March 10 
 

Attendance: March 3rd, 10:00AM – 84 
 

Live Stream Views – 11 | Views after Streaming – 9 
 
 

Printed copies of the weekly announcements are available from the ushers. 
 

Join us for refreshments and fellowship in the Fellowship Hall,  
downstairs under the sanctuary. 

 
Our worship service is regularly video recorded and posted online.   

 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
6201 N. Washington Blvd. Arlington, VA 22205 

www.relcarlington.org 
703.532.5991   

 
Harry Therwanger, Pastor 

pastorharry@relcarlington.org 
312.515.7269 

 
Barbara Bulger Verdile, Music Director 

Leslie Nolen, Council President 
Christina Cuesta, Council Secretary 


